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Tuscaloosa Student Delegates Eager to Visit Narashino

Twelve Tuscaloosa high school students are excitedly anticipating their visit to
Narashino June 11-23, 2008. The students were selected from a field of nearly 60
applicants last December, and have been preparing monthly for their upcoming
exchange to Tuscaloosa’s Japanese Sister City. At a recent meeting, they
commented on what they are most interested in experiencing in Japan:

Leah York: “I’'m looking forward to the whole experience in general. I think the
Japanese culture is really interesting, so the trip will be amazing, I'm sure!

Carlos Estrada: “An entirely new culture, exotic food, Sumo and this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. *

Timothy Brown: “What I'd like to see most are the electronic stores. I love
electronics.”

Grace Ann Whiteside: *“I am excited about meeting my host family and immersing
myself'in the Japanese culture.”

Rashika Webb: “I’'m very much interested in seeing Japanese rock bands, the culture
and making new friends.”

Bryan Whisenant: “I am very excited about visiting Mt. Fuji. I love the outdoors and
enjoy hiking, so I’'m looking forward to this experience.”

Lauren Fourt: “Staying with my host family...I am also looking forward to the Ghibli
Museum.”

Brianna Miller: I am most excited about a new culture and sights not always seen
from day to day”.

Michael Pinto and Lauren Sims: “Traveling to Narashino, Mt. Fuji and visiting
Tokyo City.”

Jodi Lee: I'm incredibly excited to meet my host family, as well as visiting the Imperial

Palace, and simply acquainting myself with the culture and customs. Everyone, I
absolutely cannot wait to meet all of you! It is truly a privilege.”
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