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Sunflowers in the yard stretch themselves on tiptoe after the rain has fallen on
them.
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This freezing morning, I practiced the horizontal bar. My blisters started to
bleed.
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This New Year’s Eve, I stayed up later than I did last year.
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From the street lined with cherry blossom trees, I hear the laughing voices of
first graders.
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The first snow of the year. My cat stares at it in wonder.
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A swallow’s nest is still under the eave of our house. It is now completely empty.
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My cactus plant has grown big, forming the shape of the letter “he” ().
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My grandchildren are playing in the snow. I hear them laughing only through
their texted video clip.
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The first page of the new calendar. The character “one” for the first day of the
year looks clean and refreshing.
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The sick mother, sadly, is not loved by her child. Inufuguri (small blue wild
flowers) are in bloom around them.



