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During a Global Pandemic

2020 has been a year of challenges, great and small, of hardships,
frustrations, loss; but it has also been a year of hope. As news
and cases Covid-19 spread across the world this year, it was also
a time of great courage, life-saving scientific breakthroughs, and
countless acts of heroism, impacting communities around the
globe.

Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International, and Narashino, Japan
joined forces this year to create the haiku project, “Coming
Together During a Global Pandemic”, to inspire poets to describe
their thoughts, observations, and opinions about this worldwide
story, as it continues to unfold.

We hope you will enjoy these haiku from friends around
the world, and be inspired to “Come Together”, after these
challenging times end, and brighter days draw near.

Lisa Keyes, Executive Director
Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International
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We will meet on Zoom
We do work in pajamas

I miss human touch
Andy Paxton, Tuscaloosa

In March, the world changed
Can’t see my friends, all alone,
Need to drink a beer.

Greg Madrid, Tuscaloosa

dawn whispers hello

I linger with my coffee
fear is still sleeping
Sandie Vaisnoras,
Burr Ridge, lllinois

Although we are far

Our time together treasured
Bonds our hearts forever
Kelley Green, Tuscaloosa

At the zoo

Laughing through masks

As we feed the giraffes

Rose Marie Stutts, Tuscaloosa

Cicadas

Passing songs from tree to tree
A twilight choir

Rose Marie Stutts, Tuscaloosa

masked strangers glide by
superheroes who keep us
safe from Corona

Bridget Magee,

Hiinenberg See, Switzerland

following guidelines

no human embrace since March
alone together

Bridget Magee,

Hiinenberg See, Switzerland

home-officing with

a five-year-old and the fridge
the struggle is real

Bridget Magee,

Hiinenberg See, Switzerland




Smiles behind cloths
Caring for community
Voting to save lives
Sarah Baratta,
University of Alabama

Struggling to survive

Do your lives have more value?
Please social distance

Sarah Baratta,

University of Alabama

Foggy mind, hazed gaze
My body aches with covid
I shall stay in bed
Katherine Cheng,
University of Alabama

It’s weird, to not taste
All that’s left is sensation
Because of covid
Katherine Cheng,
University of Alabama

The walls of my room

Confine me for all these months
Feels like a prison

Katherine Cheng,

University of Alabama

Only our eyes speak.

Words tangle behind our masks.
But still our hearts sing.

Teresa Owens Smith,

Chicago, Illinois

masks on

it’s hard to hear you without
seeing your lips

Mary Sella, Tuscaloosa

the checkout line

a little boy smiles at me
with his eyes

Mary Sella, Tuscaloosa

outdoor worship

masks on, keeping our distance
a chorus of birds

Mary Sella, Tuscaloosa




COVID-19 floor

the nurses celebrate her
ninety-third birthday
Mary Sella, Tuscaloosa

pandemic

statistics show a spike
in online dating

Mary Sella, Tuscaloosa

I’m cleaning the house

To make sure there are no germs

The house is clean again
Aakilyah Black, Tuscaloosa

I miss seeing Dad

I can’t see him because
Coronavirus

Ja’Kiyah Cobbs, Tuscaloosa

Can’t go anywhere

I miss my friends very much
I wish this was gone

Kinley Presley, Tuscaloosa

I don’t see my friend

I miss seeing all my friends
I miss my best friend
Taliah Wilder, Tuscaloosa

Masks covering smiles
How do we see happiness?
Look for crinkly eyes
Helen Kampion,

Wayland, Massachusetts

Our selfish world changed

Neighbors now helping neighbors

Some good comes from bad?
Helen Kampion,
Wayland, Massachusetts

Dressing to go out

Make-up, hair, outfit, jewelry
One last thing...a mask!
Helen Kampion,

Wayland, Massachusetts




Masks in rainbow hues
Show individual style:
Fashion on faces

Joannie Duris,

Hubbardston, Massachusetts

Social distance? Nope.

Seeking comfort, snuggled close

Cats purring on laps
Joannie Duris,
Hubbardston, Massachusetts

Pandemic wildlife

Strut fur and feathers down streets

Live entertainment
Joannie Duris,
Hubbardston, Massachusetts

black crow on white snow

a turning in November —
nature’s negative

Linda Baie, Denver, Colorado

They sacrificed all,

Building a more just country,
Passing the baton.

Dr. Pam Foster, Tuscaloosa

Note: A haiku in memory of
Congressman John Lewis and
Reverend CT Vivian

Separated Now

Pandemic summer of woe
Friends offer solace
Scotty Colson,
Birmingham, Alabama

death stares out at us

from our television news—
yet spring still blossoms
Lamon Brown,
Birmingham, Alabama




My gym is shut down.
For exercise I’'m walking
fast to Krispy Kreme.
Linda T. Roberson,
Birmingham, Alabama

Day in and day out
Sitting at home by myself
Keeping the world safe
Michael Perry,
Birmingham, Alabama

The virus destroys
But we will overcome all
Only together

Spike Burt, Birmingham, Alabama

Covid pandemic

A lot of time to crochet
Five finished blankets
Joan Kammer,
Birmingham, Alabama

Friendship means the world

In good times and in bad times
We lift each other up

Blake Pritchet,

Birmingham, Alabama

Haikus are easy

But sometimes they don’t make sense
Refrigerator

Shannon Henderson,

Birmingham, Alabama

Apart together

We chart an uncertain course
The map is within

Hunter C. Hughes,
Birmingham, Alabama

Masks are the new normal

Maybe even after virus

I’m ok with that

Wendy Steele, Birmingham, Alabama
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Together with my
Flower-patterned mask
Concert
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It’s such a sin

Corona is also a living thing
The sky reaches heavenward

= Ry Y TS
HELZEIIT
e F

Neither Corona virus
Nor scorching hot days
Will continue long
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Reiko Miyokawa
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In Alabama
Fine autumn weather continues
Corona go away
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Our friendship
Will never cease
Fall rainbow
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Hand in hand
Wishing for the day to smile again
Milky Way
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Masaru Akiyama
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Looking all around
Trying hard to suppress
Coughing and sneezing
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Spread your wings a bit
Forget for awhile that you’re
A bird in a cage
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Even among friends

None sees a smile, as they are
Standing and chatting
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Haruo Miyashita
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Corona virus
Meting out and sharing masks -
This is our world now
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Avoiding the crowds
While strolling round and about
Cherry blossom eve
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Blood type
Common to all human kind
Today’s moon
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Shirayukihime Corona disaster
_ Purify it with a smile
= R4 ﬁ: Young shogi Kisei Champion
BITHRETE
YN Note: In July 2020, 17-year-old Sota Fujii

became the youngest shogi (Japanese chess)
player ever to win the Kisei champion
title in Japan

Corona virus!
We will not lose, we will win!
The sound of [autumn] insects

o [ |
BUAA SERESI
H&EJRE D L5
YHK

“Your friend is OK”

Corona virus
Wishing it to end on a
Harvest Moon night

It’s like a whispered arrival
When a rainbow appears
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Each one of us
Has their own way of living
Moon viewing time
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Seika Kobayashi
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Relying on an online
Medical diagnosis
Flu is all the rage
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Corona disaster
A lengthy stay at home
Songbirds come to visit
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Corona disaster
Brings to a halt
Fall festivals
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Yoshie Kobayashi
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Student uniforms
And all in masks, I can’t see
Which child is mine
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Remotely,
With friends all over the world
Warm rice wine
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Even wearing a mask
Your warm, kind face
Never changes

12
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Late Autumn
Preventing infection
All over the world

=Ru i
FEH & A
KO

The Corona disaster
All the family seated around
On a Fall evening
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Unexpected guest
Searching around for a mask
My panic attack
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Pulling down my mask
Inhaling the aroma
Osmanthus flowers
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Autumn evening
Saying “Cheers” to myself
Virtual drinking party
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Someday I will see
What’s inside of your mask
Your smile
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Feasting with friends
Continues the whole night
Exchanging texts
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Fluttering in the wind
Corona does not know
Koi nobori (carp streamers)
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Without any festivals
Just Corona and Corona...
The end of summer
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Hollyhocks

Swiftly stretching, reaching out

Into the blue sky
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Wearing a mask
All around the town, anxiety
Goes walking
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Telework
For the first time in a month
Face to face
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Friends and
Fun times too
With Corona
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When I cannot see you
I get the feeling [ want
to see you more
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Someday again
Yearning to interact
Let’s hold out
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Even far away
My heart is always
Right next to yours

Naoki Torikai
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In the Corona disaster
Wearing a mask along with
Short sleeves
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An Amabie on the
Billboard at the train station
Crowds of people gather

Note: The Amabie is a legendary sea monster

from mid-nineteenth century folklore. It looks

like a fish with three tailfins, a bird s beak,
and long flowing hair. The Amabie is now
very popular in Japan, and drawings of it
are used like a good-luck charm to eradicate

Corona virus.
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Voluntarily not going out
Taking off my mask
Snow cone
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Narashino city too

Most certainly by Spring

We will survive

Note: The Japanese word tasu-
karusa “to be helped; save; survive”
is a pun for Tuscaloosa
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Mamanaranu, nasugamamanomama
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I want to meet up with you!

Your cheerful face
I really want to see it
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Comfortable living in
The town of literary artists
Corona territory
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Corona has come to
The avenues of hydrangea
We stay in our nests
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Seasons turn
Rows of acacia trees
Corona dances
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Genroku Manabe
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For a moment

Taking off my mask

Ume no Yado (a brand of plum wine
or sake)

16



HEEND
D LB C
B+ H

Because I like you
I will stay apart for awhile
Holy May
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The Corona disaster is
That same experience:
The Day of Defeat
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Every day’s
Television is Corona
The balloon flower blossoms
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Corona disaster has come
Typhoon disaster has come
Joy is gone
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To fight the virus
Our strategy
Is the mask

Childrens Category
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Toyohito Koyama (age 4)
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Grandpa, grandma
Are you well?
Let’s play again, OK?
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