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mpressions of Our Beautiful Narashino Visit, 2012

Lisa Keyes

On behalf of the Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International program, the City of Tuscaloosa, and the
Tuscaloosa Sister School System, I would like to extent a sincere THANK YOU to the City of Narashino
and Narashino International Association, Mayor Miyamoto and all host families for welcoming the 2012

Tuscaloosa Student Delegation to your beautiful city.

From the moment we arrived in Japan on July 15, our delegates were treated to a world of amazing
culture, hospitality and generosity. Our first impression of the warmth and kindness of city and NIA
personnel and all host families made our many hours of travel seem to disappear. Over the course of
our 10 day visit to Narashino, the cultural activities — from our visit to Narashino’s Sumo stable, to our
youth programs and excursions to Tokyo (Tokyo Sky Tree, Asakusa, Odaiba), Mt. Fuji (Fujiyoshida, the
Algore Museum, and Fuji-Q Highlands, Yatzu Rose Garden, Yatzu Higata Tideland, two-day visit at
Narashino High School and our delightful unforgettable moments with our City of Narashino hosts and

host families - left an indelible mark on our minds and hearts.

Sincere thanks to Mayor Taisuke Miyamoto, the Narashino Board of Education and the entire city of
Narashino for allowing our visit to take place. Special thanks goes to NIA Chairman Yukio Sakiyama,
NIA exchange coordinator Rommy Hinata, NIA director Haruo Oguro, and guide Daijiro Yamaguchi, who
filled our days with learning and stimulation.

For 26 years, Tuscaloosa and Narashino have been strong partners and advocates of global friendship,

mutual respect, understanding with cultural and education opportunities for all.

Although both our cities and nations last year experienced great hardship and sadness due to natural
events, I am pleased to observe that our cities seem to be emerging stronger than ever. To experience

this as Sister Cities makes our bond even stronger.

It is an honor to be a part of a program that promotes peace, international good will, lasting friendship,
and cultural and educational opportunities for our citizens. Thank you again for opening your city to all

of us. We are so very proud to be your Sister City.
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Kelley Green’s impressions of the student exchange program with our sister city
Narashino in Japan.

Amazing, wonderful, insightful, educational, and life changing are just a few
words | would use to describe my experiences in Japan. The citizens of Japan
are delightful, thoughtful, and inquiring. The activities planned by the NIA were
educational, interesting, and fun.

Spending time with the students and faculty at Narashino High School was
fascinating. Although there was a slight language barrier, we were welcomed
with open arms and made to feel like we belonged and we were encouraged to
participate and get involved in all the activities.

This experience has allowed me to reflect and understand how to appreciate
and respect the Japanese culture. | am eternally grateful for the opportunity to visit
Japan and | am equally appreciative of all the friendships that were formed while |
was there.

Thank you NIA!

Kelley Green
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My Impression of Japan

By Lynn Kyle

[ have been home from Japan for about ten days and I am fairly certain that all of Tuscaloosa knows it.
Japan is all | have been able to talk about for ten days, and [ am sure this will continue throughout my
entire life. When talking with my grandmother about flowers, I talk about the beautiful rose gardens |
saw in Tokyo. And the intricate flower garden at my host family’'s house in Narashino. Whenever I think
of food now, I think back to the delicious Okonomiyaki [ ate and the fun sushi restaurant that was so
new to me. When people ask me what part of my trip to Japan was my favorite, I struggle to find only
one answer, and usually respond with different answers each time: The Golden Pavilion in Kyoto,
visiting with the friendly deer of Nara, or attending English classes with my new Japanese friends. But
always I would follow those responses by commenting on the generosity and thoughtfulness of the
people in Narashino city. The memories that I made and the gifts that were given will serve as
eminders of the trip of a lifetime to Japan! Thank you NIA and Narashino city for selflessly hosting us

in June 2012. 1 am certain that I have made lifelong connections in a wonderful city.
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This trip has been the best thing that I ever experienced. I am so thankful to have met such amazing
people in Narashino that I can keep close to my heart forever. I feel like I truly experienced and learned

the pure beauty and culture of the country of Japan. I cannot wait until I return in the future!
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Simply Amazing!

I still remember that day when | was walking in school and | saw that poster announcing the
Sister Cities exchange. It always sounded unbelievable to me, but after all those months of waiting, we
were in Japan and it was all real. This trip was much more than what | was expecting. We had such a
great opportunity of getting to know a different culture while making new friends. Everything was just
perfect. The people, the tastes, the places and the costumes made this trip simply unforgettable.

I personally had the time of my life, Fugi-Q-highland and the days in Narashino high school were
as fun as the EDO museum and the rose garden were interesting. | fell in love with everything | saw,
tried and tasted but especially with the people and their culture. This trip has been the best thing that has
happened to me. I’m so thankful for everything and I will never forget about it.

Magaly Gutierrez
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I feel truly honored to have had this opportunity. I will always treasure the experiences I had in the
beautiful country of Japan. The people are more kind, welcoming and generous that I could have ever

imagined. Thank you so much for this experience; it has changed my life.
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The 2 weeks | spent in Japan were undoubtedly the best two of my life. I’ve never lived such an
exciting and pleasantly exhausting 14 days. The experience was life-changing. And with my journal,
photos, and memories with me, | will never forget a minute of it! Our tour guides and city hall
administrators were ideal leaders for our foreign journey. The itinerary’s activities could not have been
any more immersive and well planned! Every day was just as, or more, exciting than the last! The
adventure removed us from our familiar, southern, American life and pulled us from our comfort zones.
Touring the country during the day and sleeping on tatami mats and futons at night, we were living the
life of a Japanese citizen, school included! This Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International Exchange to Japan
encouraged me to try new things and to keep an open mind. With its daunting shrines, world record
breaking roller coasters, historical and in depth museums, captivating scenery, exotic food, and friendly,
welcoming citizens, Japan was extremely exhilarating, inspirational and educational. | never wanted to
leave. | cherish the moments I spent with my host-family. | think these are the memories I will carry with
me through life. I could never forget what Narashino has done for me and I plan to give back by hosting
a student of our own! | enjoyed every second of our journey and as | stated on the local market’s
“wishing tree,” | will return! Thank you Narashino,

Sincerely,

Nick Fairbairn
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