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Tuscaloosa Sister Cities Celebrates 25years

"Nurturing Friendships, Uniting Cultures"
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Sister Cities delegates converge on Tuscaloosa

Nearly 100 delegates from three different places
around the world converged in Tuscaloosa Tuesday,
beginning a nearly week-long celebration of
international friendship hosted by the Tuscaloosa
Sister Cities Commission.

Tuscaloosa Sister Cities is part of the nationwide
non-profit organization Sister Cities International,
said Lisa Keyes, executive director for the
Tuscaloosa commission.The organization seeks to
foster international diplomacy and unite people
from different communities and cultures.

Delegates from Tuscaloosa's three sister cities,
Narashino, Japan; Schomdorf, Germany; Suyani-
Techiman, Ghana, all made the long trip to
Tuscaloosa,Keyes said. Suyani-Techiman are two
Ghanaian cities roughly 40 miles apart that are
working as one sister city.

This year marks the Tuscaloosa Sister Cities
Commission's 25th anniversary, Keyes said.
Delegates are composed of city leaders and people
who volunteer for the program equivalent in their
home countries, Keyes said.

Of the 84 delegates, 40 are from Japan, 35 from
Germany, and nine are from Ghana.

"We're all more alike than we are different." Keyes
said.

Sixty of the visitors are staying with host families
in Tuscaloosa, Keyes said.

Dr.Charles Nash, vice chancellor for academic and
student affairs at the University of Alabama, is
hosting Quasi Abbabio, the mayor of Sunyani,
Ghana.

Nash said he's been pleased with the program since
1t began in 1986, and he's particularly happy about
the most recent addition.

"The first two sister cities had a lot to do with
business and economic relations, which is
important, but this relationship with Ghana is our
first that is purely cultural, " Nash said.

Culture is something you can only leam from
interacting with other people, Nash said.

"Tt's most important for children, because their
world is going to be even more connected than ours.
They're going to need to understand these different
cultures," he said, adding that he hopes Tuscaloosa
will consider adding a sister city in Latin America.
Casey Lineberry, 41, of Tuscaloosa is hosting his
first delegate from Japan in his home this week, and
1s already certain he wants to visit Japan.
"Tuscaloosa 1s great. | wouldn't trade it for
anything, but it isn't all there is," Lineberry said.
Communing with people from other countries and

cultures "actually makes the world seem not so big,"
he said.

Narashino was Tuscaloosa's sole sister city for 10
years until Schomdorf was added in 1996, Keyes said.
In honor of the landmark anniversary and adding a
new sister city to the program, the Sister Cities
Commission will rename itself Sister Cities
International, Keyes said.

The commission has had its longest and most
storied relationship with Narashino, Keyes said.
After the earthquake that devastated Japan in
March, the Tuscaloosa Sister Cities commission
raised $10,000 to send to Narashino, Keyes said.
"The really ironic thing is we wired that check to
them at noon on April 27," Keyes said.

Hours later, a deadly tornado decimated parts of
Tuscaloosa.

Within a couple of months, Narashino had already
returned Tuscaloosa's favor by donating more than
$20,000 for tornado relief and they're still raising
money, Keyes said.

Schomdorfs Sister City organization has donated
nearly $20,000 for tornado relief as well, Keyes said.
On Wednesday, the group commemorated the 25th
anniversary by unveiling a permanently installed
sculpture at Riverfront Landing near the Bama
Belle riverboat dock, Keyes said.

The sculpture depicts a series of interlocking trees
meant to signify the commission's commitment to
nurturing fitendship and uniting cultures.
Delegates were given a tour of Tuscaloosa on
Thursday that included such highlights as Bryant-
Denny Stadium and the recently erected Tuscaloosa
Amphitheater, Keyes said.

Friday will culminate in a tailgate party at
Government Plaza downtown for the delegates and
350 other guests, mainly city leaders and past and
present Sister Cities volunteers. Keyes said.

The delegates will return home on Sunday.
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26th Annual Sakura:
' have experienced in thsealla;glefagé\lji:ac\a; chosen the theme of ‘

reading in Romanization Submit Entries to

Capstone International
135 B.B. Comer Hall, Box B70254
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0254

» Original entries will not be
returned

» 1“‘ 1]
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eadling for
Submissions -
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